Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 09521 110847Z 
11 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 

SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSC-10 

PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 RSR-01 DOTE-OO EB-11 FAA-00 

SY-10 USSS-00 /101 W 

063641 

OP 1 10755Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3684 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 9521 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, LE, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI HIJACKING OF LEBANESE AIRLINER 
REF: BEIRUT 9520 

1. LEBANESE AIRLINER HIJACKED TO ISRAEL EVENING AUGUST 
10 WAS PERMITTED TO RETURN TO BEIRUT DURING THE NIGHT 
WITH ALL PASSENGERS ON BOARD. 

2. ALL LOCAL PAPERS HEADLINE INCIDENT LABELING IT ONE 
OF MOST BRAZEN TERRORIST ACTS OF AERIAL PIRACY. 

3. SOME PAPERS ALLEGE PFLP HABASH AND COLLEAGUES HAD 
BEEN SCHEDULED TO TAKE THIS FLIGHT AND ONLY DELAY IN 
DEPARTURE CAUSED HIM TO CANCEL HIS PLANS. THEIR 
ASSUMPTION IS ISRAELIS TRYING TO CAPTURE HIM OR FELLOW 
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4. TEL AVIV'S DAO TELEGRAM 1191, JUST RECEIVED, APPEARS CONFIRM 
THIS WAS IN FACT ISRAELI OBJECTIVE. PRESUMABLY SEIZURE OF AIRLINER 
IS EXTENSION OF RIGHT WHICH ISRAELIS HAVE ARROGATED TO 
THEMSELVES TO APPREHEND OR ELIMINATE TERRORISTS ANYWHERE IN THE 
WORLD BY ANY MEANS. 

5. GIVEN OUR LONG-STANDING INSISTENCE ON THE SANCTITY OF 
INTERNATIONAL CIVILIAN AIR TRAFFIC TRAVEL, OUR STRONG 
OPPOSITION TO HIJACKINGS, AND IMMINENT MEETING OF ICAO IN 
ROME, I RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT VOLUNTEER PRESS STATEMENT 
IMMEDIATELY CONDEMNING THIS UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE 
WITH CIVILIAN AIRLINER. 

BUFFUM 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIRCRAFT HIJACKING, AIRCRAFT DETENTION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 11 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: kelleywO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BEIRUT09521 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS BUFFUM 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BEIRUT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730843/aaaabfok.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: BEIRUT 9520 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: kelleywO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 OCT 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <23-Oct-2001 by willialc, 3.4.X6>; RELEASED <31 -Oct-2001 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <31 -Oct-2001 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI HIJACKING OF LEBANESE AIRLINER 
TAGS: PINS, LE, IS, PFLP, (HABASH, GEORGE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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